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the town in return for the payment of a large in-
demnity
Thus on the accession of Mulai Hassan in 1873, the
Spanish possessions in Morocco were limited to Ceuta,
MeHlla and the fortified island presidios of Alhucemas
and Pefion de Gomera; while France had no actual
foothold in the country at all None the less, France
was far better placed for eventual occupation than
Spain, having been firmly established in Algeria since
the surrender of Abd-el-Kader in 1847, and having
also made tentative advances into the Sahara. The
encirclement of Morocco had begun, and Mulai Hassan
at once found himself faced with the dual task, which
only a strong man could have attempted, of keeping at
bay the hungry powers of Europe, and subduing his
own rebellious and warlike subjects
Ever since the establishment of the Moslem kingdom
by Mulai Idriss, the Emirs of Morocco had found it
difficult to maintain their authority, and only such
great monarchs as Yusef ben Tashfin, Yakub-al-Manzor
and Mulai Ismail really succeeded in being de facto
as well as dejure rulers In addition to some 1,250,000
people of Arab origin, there were in the country some
2,750,000 people of Berber origin, who were at the time
of Mulai Hassan's accession, and whose descendants
still are, lovers of freedom and war They recognized
no authority except that of their tribal chieftains and,
when they were not opposing Shereefian troops,
amused themselves by fighting each other Defeated
by some imperial mehalla, they merely retired into their
mountain fastnesses in the High and Middle Atlas,
where none dare follow them Thus, only too often, in
spite of such high-sounding titles as Commander of the
Faithful, Khahf of the Western World, and the Victorious